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The text of this sermon may be used without first obtaining my permission.  I do ask, however, that if you use any portion of the message for teaching or preaching preparations, that you would e-mail me a brief note to say you are making use of it.  This would be a courtesy and help to me personally.  You will note that in some sermons sections are bracketed between two sets of three asterisks (***).  The purpose is to delineate material that I did not preach, but that is integral to understanding the theology or exegesis of what was preached.  My e-mail address is revyoung@comcast.net  – Rev. Curt Young)

19On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you!" 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord. 

 21Again Jesus said, "Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you." 22And with that he breathed on them and said, "Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven."

We read it in the Bible.  We see it in the popular press every year this time.  Jesus’ resurrection raises so many questions.  It’s supposed to.  Questions are asked by uncomprehending disciples,  by angels in response.  Questions shoot like arrows from skeptics to believing friends, and on it goes.
Perhaps the most popular question is whether Jesus really rose from the dead.  It’s often treated as if it were the main question that Easter raises.  But it is not.  This is the question Easter answers.  The answer is, “He is risen indeed!”
The main question Easter raises – the Easter Question I’m calling it – is whether you have risen with him!
Jesus’ walking away from the tomb was not the end of the resurrection story.  It was the beginning.  There is far more to it.  
If we believe that Jesus died and rose again, we believe he will  raise us up as well.  He will experience our own bodily resurrection in a glorified body.
Jesus could not have been more explicit on this:  “And this is the will of him who sent me, that I shall lose none of all that he has given me, but raise them up at the last day. For my Father's will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in him shall have eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day."  (John 6:39-40)
Paul similarly wrote, “By his power God raised the Lord from the dead, and he will raise us also.  Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ himself?”  (I Corinthians 6:14-15a)

The bodily resurrection of those united to Christ through faith is as certain as it is wonderful.  Were this the whole rest of the story of the resurrection, asking the Easter question would make no sense.  Why should I ask if you have risen with Christ, when he has yet to raise you bodily from the grave?  
But there is still more to it.  Jesus promised another resurrection, another rising from death to life, that is every bit as real.  In fact our bodily resurrection comes as a consequence of this one.  Jesus spoke of it as well, and it will be the focus of this message:

Jesus taught, "I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life and will not be condemned; he has crossed over from death to life. I tell you the truth, a time is coming and has now come when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God and those who hear will live. For as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son to have life in himself.  (John 5:24-26)
Jesus was speaking of a rising from death to life for the living, for those who move and breathe.  This is a resurrection that does not wait for the funeral, the hearse, and the grave.  And yet, it is no less an act of God. 
Yet what is it, and how does it come?  For a moment, let’s return to Jesus’ own resurrection.  Peter wrote of it, “He was put to death in the body but made alive by the Spirit. (I Peter 3:18)

Paul similarly wrote of Jesus’ rising, that it was “through the Spirit of holiness” that Jesus “was declared with power to be the Son of God by his resurrection from the dead”.  (Romans 1:4)

The resurrection that is at the heart of the Easter question – is also is resurrection brought about by the Holy Spirit.  It is every bit as much a work of God.

I could easily quote from Paul’s letters but I want us to focus primarily on John’s gospel this morning.  John records what we call Jesus’ upper room discourse, that long final conversation he had with his disciples at the time of the Last Supper.  

Jesus promised that upon his resurrection, he would send the Holy Spirit.  “...H(h)e will be in you,” he said.  Because I live, you also will live.”  In other words, because I have been raised, you will be raised.  Because I come to possess resurrection life, you will possess resurrection life.  Through the Spirit.  
Jesus described that life the Spirit would give in terms of a realization.  Not a mere intellectual understanding but a realization, or experience of an entirely new dimension of life.  “On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you.”  (From John 14:17-20)
This brings us to John 20, our text, when Jesus had risen and appeared to his disciples.  He began by saying to them, “Peace be with you.”  Peace was the significance of his rising from the death.  
He had taken upon himself the sinfulness of humanity.  He had suffered as the man of sin, who had committed all the sins that are possible to commit.  And so he died.  
His rising marked God’s acceptance of his sacrifice.  His resurrection was an announcement to the world, Jesus endured all of the condemnation due for sin, all of God’s judgment against sin.  

He had become the Man of Sin to become our Savior.  He had taken on our sin to save us from our sin, to make forgiveness as certain as his suffering and death, to make a new life with God as certain as his resurrection.

So, having announced, “Peace be with you,” he showed them his hands and side.  Here was the proof of his peace, the proof,  that he, the crucified dead man, was wonderfully and gloriously alive.  
The disciples rejoiced.  Their Jesus was alive!  But there was more to it, and Jesus was determined to reveal that.  In verse 21-22, we read:  “Again Jesus said, ‘Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.’ And with that he breathed on them and said, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit.’”
Jesus breathing on his disciples, followed by, “Receive the Spirit,” recalls God breathing on Adam so that he came to possess life.  Now through his death and resurrection, Jesus was breathing his life, his resurrection life – the life of the forgiven -- into Adam’s helpless, sinful, dying descendants.  

This obviously made a deep impression on John.  From the beginning of his Gospel, John had attributed creation itself to Christ.  He declared of Jesus, “In him was life.”  His Gospel records Jesus words, “I came that they might have life,” and that “The Spirit gives life.”

This became the testimony of the church.  Paul would write that Jesus, as a result of his own resurrection, became a life-giving spirit, and people who received this life became a new creation.  
This life Jesus imparts by the Spirit cannot be known apart from him.  Apart from him there is only sin and its consequences.  We must be become united with Christ through faith.
This came to be the meaning of baptism.  Paul wrote, You have “been buried with him in baptism and raised with him through your faith in the power of God, who raised him from the dead... (Colossians 2:12)
I draw your attention to the phrase, “through your faith.”  Faith is a gift from God.  You can ask for it.  In fact you must ask for it.  You cannot produce it for yourself, and you are lost without it.  Ask for it until you receive.  Ask until you cannot keep from confessing that Jesus is the Savior, and knowing in your heart that God did raise him.
Faith unites us to Christ.  The Spirit is given.  As a result, you share in his death and share in his resurrection. 
You enter into the death Jesus died as the man of sin.  So the man of sin that you have been – that selfish, proud, greedy, lustful, critical, mocking, doubting man of sin you were -- dies.
What is more, united to Christ and receiving the Spirit, you share in the life of the resurrection.  Recall Jesus’ own words, “On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you.”  (From John 14:17-20)  Jesus was speaking of fellowship with God, an awareness of his presence.  As a result, you feel changed.
This is why we speak of faith, genuine faith in Christ.  Through faith the certainty of forgiveness and the certainty of the resurrection, becomes the great certainty of your own life.  These great certainties begin the day of you thankfully, joyfully confidently call Christ your Savior.

So, we began our service shouting, He is risen, indeed!  Now I ask, “Have you risen with him?”  And you may ask, “How do I know?”  Is there any sure evidence?  Our text helps us here as well.
After breathing on his disciples and saying, “Receive the Holy Spirit,” Jesus immediately followed this by saying, “If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven."  These words had been preceded by “As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.”  

Here are evidences that you have died and risen with Christ, that you are united with him and his Spirit now lives in you:
1)  You, who were once a man of sin, are now taken up, not even with your own forgiveness, but with forgiveness for others.  
2) Yes, here is how you know.  As the Father sent Jesus back from the dead to impart his life, you who once were among the walking dead – separated from the living God – now feel the Spirit moving you to share Christ who is your life in the words you speak and acts of love.  
While you could say “no” and could “resist”, you don’t want to, because you know it is God who is doing this in you.  And when you obey, you feel his pleasure.
3)  You can know by this.  Where you struggled for a sense of direction and meaning that you could not satisfy, you now feel sent yourself.  The Lord has saved you from the death, and given you life, and now sends you back into the world of family, friends and 10,000 cultures to live for Him until He returns.  This invigorates you.
Last week I learned a bit of trivia.  In the 19th century Englishmen opposed to fox hunting would throw dead fish in the path of oncoming hounds.  The fish stunk so bad the dogs would be thrown off the fox’s scent, to distract them.

And so, the slang phrase was born, “red herring.”  There are many red herrings, questions raised that really serve to distract us from what matters.
I say to you with all my heart, at Easter, the question of the day is not whether Jesus rose.  That is pretty much a red herring.  The question is whether you have risen with him.
I am not asking whether you have been baptized but whether the reality displayed in baptism is the reality of your life.  Have you been buried with him into death so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, you too live a new life?
If so, you have so many reasons to rejoice and praise God this morning.
If not, you have so many reasons to ask Christ to bestow the gift of faith on you.  You have so many reasons to pray, “Lord, let me share in your death and resurrection”, until you feel the change come over you, and you are compelled to confess with Thomas, “My Lord and my God.”
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